
Digital Media – bridging formal and informal learning?

Mareike Düssel GMK-Forum 25.11.2011

The socio-cultural environment for media  

education in Switzerland
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26 cantons 

26 approaches
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... a professorship of 
media education

... a fundamental 

study programme

...a central 
objective in 
education policy
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26 cantons 

26 curricula
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Lehrplan 21
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University of Teacher Education, Zurich

• Department «Medienbildung» with approx. 30 employees

(Teacher Education, Further Education, Digital Learning Center, Research ...)

• Media Education as compulsary part of the curriculum 

—for primary and secondary school teacher education
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Certifitate Course of Advanced Studies: PICTS

(Pedagogical ICT Support)
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Teaching Materials
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Annual conference «Unterrichten mit neuen Medien»
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Cooperation with Canton and City of Zurich

•ICT-concept across all stages (ICT-avanti)

•Compulsery further education for schools in Zurich

•Support for schools to develop own media concept
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Annual conference «Unterrichten mit neuen Medien»
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Partners: PEGI, Swisscom, Jacobs Foundation
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http://www.fit4chat.ch/
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http://raonline.ch/pages/school/schoolbip5b5.html
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http://www.scoop.it/t/facebook-chat-co-soziale-netzwerke
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http://www.safersurfing.ch/
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Trends and Challenges
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Quelle: Süss/Waller/Willemse: JAMES-Studie 2012: Jugend, Aktivitäten, Medien - Erhebung Schweiz
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Quelle: Süss/Waller/Willemse: JAMES-Studie 2012: Jugend, Aktivitäten, Medien - Erhebung Schweiz
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• from 2010 to 2012: number of teenagers owning a 

smartphone doubled

���� 80% own a smartphone

• yet, this has hardly any influence on recreational 

activities
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http://www.projektschule-goldau.ch



problem
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• Still inadequate teacher training

• Lack of methodical and didactical knowledge/ 

experience

• Inadequate infrastructure, computer rooms not 

available

• Size of class

• Computer perceived as „subject“ of a lesson, not as 

a (creative) tool or methodical alternative

• Media education seen as parent`s responsibility



There is such thing as a...

network and 
coordination of 
initiatives

common 
understanding of what 
is „media education“

less risk-oriented 

approach

lobbying for media 

educational issues

...
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Thank you! 

Contact:

Mareike Düssel

mareike.duessel@phzh.ch
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