HOW MEDIA
LITERACY CAN
RESPOND TO
GROWING
POPULISM

Thomas Sparrow -- thomassparrow@gmail.com
Correspondent / Fact Checker / Media Trainer




outl i “e @ Populism and artificial intelligence

C ) @ Populism and social media
< C )> @ The role of media education
( ) 0/2}

7



When
two worlds
collide:

Al and
populism

- SENTSCHEIDEST



https://x.com/BrandenburgAfD/status/1834877217211339236

Donald J. Trump &
@realDonaldTrump

When
two worlids
collide:

Al and
populism

1:50 PM - Aug 18, 2024 - 81.9M Views

Q) 34k 17 118K




When
two worlds
collide:

Al and
populism

leuropesmﬁj

f—&a«"_/

.-H-r



Al-generated political content

“Softfakes”
are increasingly
used in
(populist)
political
campaigns

Populist
parties

particularly

successful on
social media

Al-generated
content
especially
targetting

youngd
audiences
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Impressionen pro TikTok-Post*

SPD CSuU FDP AfD Linke

*TikTok-Kanéale der damaligen Bundestagsfraktionen, Unionsfraktion erst seit Dezember 2023 auf Tiktok, darum Daten
des CSU-Kanals ausgewertet, Erhebungszeitraum Januar 2022 bis Dezember 2023
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Zahl der Fans und Abonnenten*

Facebook YouTube

AfD 529 Tsd. @ 241 Tsd.
Linke 241 Tsd. I 29 Tsd.

CSu 215 Tsd. }5 Tsd.

Griine 210 Tsd. I 26 Tsd.
CDU 200 Tsd. I 21 Tsd.
SPD 195 Tsd. I 24 Tsd.

FDP 149 Tsd. = 23 Tsd.

*Stand Dezember 2023
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Populism and social media

Landtagswahl Brandenburg 2024
Stimmanteile bei 16-24-Jahrigen

AfD 31
SPD 19
BSW 13
CDuU

Linke

Grune

Tierschutz

Plus

BVB/FW

infratest dimap i Stand: 22.09.2024, 23:36 Uhr




What role media education plays

An increased, more active focus on
media literacy in schools and
universities can help students make
more informed political decisions
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A more active focus

Media education beyond “project days” at school
Media education as integral part of school curricula
Greater focus on Al bias and disinformation

Frequent update on platforms and technologies

Don’t forget the basics!



